Dear students of DeWitt Junior High School,
It is my greatest hope that all of you are diligently striving for your study and activities.

As if it was yesterday, | fondly remember the days when eight wonderful students from DeWitt
City Junior High School visited Koka City this past summer. I would like to inform you that we
have humbly delivered your donations for victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake to one of

the affected areas, Ofunato City in Iwate Prefecture.

Approximately 437.5 miles away from Koka City, Ofunato City is a city of flourished fishery
industries, however, the local ports and markets received catastrophic damages. Many precious
lives have been spared,; it is reported that the toll of deceased and missing persons has reached
over 450. Soon after the disaster struck, Koka City sent out support parties to provide water and
continued sending health nurses and city staffs to help rebuild the community until the end of
October. Moreover, citizens of Koka City contributed to restoration through providing daily

commodities.

I humbly informed Ofunato City that the honorable students of DeWitt Junior High School
entrusted the collected donations to its sister city, Koka City. Located in northern part of Japan,
Ofunato City has entered cold winter and those who have lost their homes are under
uncomfortable living environment at the safe shelters. However, people are supporting each
other and persevering to return to life prior to the disaster. I truly believe that your goodwill
gave immeasurable hope and above all the warmth to the people of Ofunato City. I have
enclosed a letter of gratitude from Mr. Toda, the mayor of Ofunato City, because he strongly
wished to show his appreciation to the students of DeWitt Junior High School. Mr. Toda wrote
on behalf of the citizens of Ofunato City, so it is our greatest hope for this letter to be shared
with everyone at your school.

Koka City students will be visiting your honorable city next year in January. Koka City students
are very much looking forward to visit City of DeWitt. It is my wish for the Junior High School
Student Exchange Program to become even more fruitful, and [ wholeheartedly pray for your

good health and happiness.
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Tal(eshl Nakajima
Mayor of Koka City

November 25, 2011
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